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THE  PARK 

Pere  Marquette  State  Park,  on  the  bluffs  over¬ 
looking  the  Illinois  River,  offers  many  diversified 
forms  of  recreation  and  scenic  views.  The  6,064- 
acre  area  is  in  Jersey  County  5  miles  west  of 
Grafton  on  Illinois  route  100  and  approximately 
25  miles  northwest  of  Alton. 

The  park  was  named  in  memory  of  Father 
Jacques  Marquette,  the  French  Jesuit  missionary 
priest,  who  in  1673  along  with  explorer  Louis 
Jolliet  were  the  first  white  men  to  enter  what  is 
now  the  state  of  Illinois  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Illinois  rivers.  A  large  white 
cross,  east  of  the  park  entrance  alongside  route 
100,  marks  where  these  two  famous  men  landed. 

In  1932  the  state  acquired  the  2,605-acre  park 
and  adjoining  2,574-acre  conservation  area.  They 
were  combined  into  the  Pere  Marquette  State 
Park  by  legislative  action  in  1967.  Later  acquisi¬ 
tions  brought  the  park  to  its  present  total  of 
6,064  acres,  making  it  the  largest  park  in  Illinois. 


EARLY  HISTORY 

Dinosaur  Age:  The  park  bluffs  command  the  first 
attention  of  the  visitor.  The  four  prominent  hol¬ 
lows  one  views  are  ravines  cut  into  an  elevated 
plain.  About  200  million  years  ago,  what  is  now 
Illinois  was  lifted  from  the  sea  for  the  last  time 
and  the  age  of  the  lizards  followed.  As  the  giant 
dinosaurs  flourished,  this  region  was  the  scene 
of  earth  movements  that  resulted  in  a  dislocation 
of  the  rocks,  producing  the  Lincoln  Fold. 

The  life  of  those  times,  preserved  as  fossils, 
reveal  the  development  of  the  higher  inverte¬ 
brates,  then  the  fishes  and  finally  land  animals 
and  plants.  At  the  foot  of  McAdam's  Peak  twin 
springs  flow  from  Ordovician-Silurian  rocks  de¬ 
posited  in  the  sea  350  million  years  ago.  All 
the  ridges  are  mantled  with  loess  (pronounced 
"less”),  wind  blown  dust  laid  down  a  million 
years  ago  at  the  time  of  the  Great  Ice  Age.  The 
vertical  banks  of  yellow  clay  seen  along  the  road 
to  the  upper  areas  are  composed  of  this  material, 
capped  by  the  black  topsoil  that  supports  the 
present  forest. 

Prehistoric  Americans:  In  Pere  Marquette  State 
Park  there  are  18  sites  indicating  occupation  by 
prehistoric  Americans  and  a  village  located  where 
the  lodge  now  stands.  It  is  believed  that  nomadic 
hunters  and  fishermen  appeared  in  the  Illinois 


valley  possibly  about  the  beginning  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Era.  About  900  A.D.  stone  age  people  made 
large  leaf-shaped  arrowheads  and  coarse,  heavy 
pottery.  By  1300  A.D.  trade  had  developed  and 
at  Cahokia  resulted  in  village-states.  These  peo¬ 
ple  made  small,  finely-chipped  arrowheads,  pot¬ 
tery  with  handles,  a  variety  of  wares  and  culti¬ 
vated  corn,  squash  and  beans. 

European  Possession:  When  the  French  came  to 
this  region,  the  Illinois,  Potawatomi  and  Kicka- 
poo  Indians  were  little  removed  from  their  an¬ 
cestors  whose  cemeteries,  burial  mounds,  house 
and  village  sites  dotted  the  Illinois  valley  and 
are  still  scattered  throughout  the  park. 

Louis  Jolliet  and  Father  Jacques  Marquette  were 
sent  by  the  French  government  over  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  portage  in  the  spring  of  1673  to  explore  the 
Mississippi  River  for  a  passage  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  They  traveled  as  far  as  the  Arkansas 
River  where  they  turned  around  on  learning  from 
the  Indians  that  the  Mississippi  River  emptied 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  their  return  trip, 
Marquette  and  Jolliet  traveled  along  the  Illinois 
River.  Their  journals  are  the  first  written  accounts 
of  what  the  present  state  of  Illinois  was  like  in 
the  late  1  600's. 

The  French  had  possession  of  the  Mississippi 
valley,  calling  it  "Louisiana,"  but  it  was  in  name 
only.  The  Indians,  with  a  flourishing  fur  trade 
centered  on  the  strategic  Illinois  River,  controlled 
the  area  until  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  the 
1760's.  In  1763  the  British  took  over  until  the 
region  became  a  territory  of  the  United  States 
and  then  a  state  in  1818. 


From  atop  McAdams  Peak  Overlook  you  can 
see  the  Mississippi,  Illinois  and  Missouri 
rivers. 


Activities  center  around  the  stately 
rustic  lodge. 


Attractive  guest  house  near  lodge. 


THE  LODGE 

Long  popular  and  much  used  is  the  massive  Pere 
Marquette  lodge  built  of  colorful  native  stone 
and  rustic  timbers.  Seven  stone  guest  houses  are 
in  back  of  it,  nestling  into  the  hillside.  The  guest 
houses  with  29  rooms  and  the  lodge  with  18 
rooms  are  all  heated,  completely  air-conditioned 
and  each  has  a  television.  The  spacious  dining 
room  has  maintained  a  continued  reputation  for 
exceptionally  good  food  and  gracious  hospitality 
which  spills  over  to  the  large  lounge  with  a  huge 
700-ton  stone  fireplace,  furnishing  the  ideal  spot 
for  old-fashioned  corn  popping.  The  lodge  and 
guest  houses  were  built  by  the  Civilian  Con¬ 
servation  Corps  in  the  1930's. 


Cozy  corner  of  large  lodge  lounge  shows 
the  700  ton  stone  fireplace.  Colorful  stone 
and  rustic  timbers  in  the  adjoining  dining 
room  are  complemented  by  excellent  food. 
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FACILITIES 

Indoor  Recreation:  The  park  has  what  is  believed 
to  be  the  world's  largest  chess  set.  The  board 
is  12  feet  square  and  has  figures  bigger  than 
the  average  6-year-old.  In  the  lobby,  there  are 
facilities  for  ping-pong,  shuffleboard  and  check¬ 
ers. 

Boating  and  Fishing:  The  concession  stand  has 
rowboats  for  rent  and  arranges  for  scenic  or 
speed  boat  rides.  Dockage  for  privately  owned 
craft  is  also  provided.  Fishing  is  an  extremely 
popular  pastime  and  the  angler  has  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  catching  a  variety  of  fish  from  the 
waters  of  the  Illinois. 

Skiing:  Both  water  and  snow  skiing  are  provided, 
including  a  vertical-drop  ski  slope  for  the  winter 
months. 


Picnicking:  There  are  ample  picnic  areas  with 
good  shade,  pure  water  and  picnic  tables.  No 
cooking  may  be  done  except  on  camp  or  park 
stoves.  Playground  equipment  is  provided  for 
the  children. 

Camping:  In  addition  to  primitive  sites,  the  park 
offers  trailer  sites  with  electricity  and  sanitary 
facilities.  Camping  permits  must  be  secured  from 
the  park  ranger  who  will  assign  you  a  camping 
site.  Summer  reservations  can  be  made  for  the 
organized  youth  group  area,  which  can  accom¬ 
modate  about  365  youths. 

Other:  Park  activities  also  include  a  five-hole, 
par  three  golf  course,  a  swimimng  pool  for 
lodge  guests  only  and  a  chair  lift  used  by  both 
skiers  in  the  winter  and  sightseers  in  the  summer. 


For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  Division  of 
Education,  Department  of  Conservation,  State 
Office  Building,  Springfield  62706. 

Numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are  within 
easy  access  to  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest,  and  Giant  City  State  Parks. 
Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made  with 
lodge  managers. 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  facilities.  It  is  also  required 
that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate  supervision 
and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult  accom¬ 
pany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors.  All 
pets  must  be  on  leash  in  state  parks  or  conserva¬ 
tion  areas. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round,  except 
when  weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing 
of  park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods 
when  access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 
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